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The title to this album from Tarab (nee Eamon Sprod) is striking enough in its allusions of damnation, 

with a watery grave a potential outcome from human activity impacting the earth.  So, it may be stating 

the obvious that the corroded locations where mankind has scarred the surface of the earth feature 

prominently in the work of this Melbourne based sound artist. The residual elements of these sites be-

come the agents for metaphor and allegory in Tarab’s work, documented through field recording and 

sympathetic actions with found objects from those sites. One such location that features prominently 

in Take All of the Ships... is Angel Island in the San Francisco Bay. Once the home of an immigration 

station at the turn of the 20th Century and later a Nike Missile site for the US military, Angel Island now 

rests in the hands of the US National Park Service, which has left some of the buildings to succumb to 

the forces of decay. From the sounds culled from this site and others closer to his antepodean home, 

Tarab diligently overlays and stiches together a highly tactile composition with very little digital treat-

ments to speak of. 

Take All of the Ships... opens with an ominous rumble whose frequencies appear to emerge from the 

center of the Earth and liquefying the surface upon impact. As these tones ebb and flow, Tarab unveils 

as revolving series of exaggerated details from a hyperbolic gash of two heavy pieces of metal grind-

ing against themselves to a toxic chorale of nighttime insects to sand, wind, and surf detourned into 

sedimentary white noise. Tarab’s compositional sensibility shifts throughout the album, at first sparsely 

situating these sounds into shadowy vignettes. Gradually, Tarab coalesces this sublime opus into an 

arcing crescendo which exhibits sustained harmonics rarely heard in the best of the contemporary 

dronemusik technicians much less from the realm of sound ecology. 

Founded in 1993, 23five Incorporated is a nonprofit organization dedicated to the development and 

increased awareness of sound works in the public arena, and to the support and education of artists 

working with and discussing the medium of sound. For the past 14 years, 23five Incorporated has 

remained at the forefront in bringing the most adventurous elements of sound art to the San Francisco 

Bay area. 23five has served as an important benefactor to artists such as John Duncan, Christina 

Kubisch, Francisco Lopez, Achim Wollscheid, Matt Heckert, Zbigniew Karkowski, Atau Tanaka, and 

many more.
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Other recordings published through 23five Incorporated:

23five002: Michael Gendreau 55 pas de la ligne au no. 3

23five003: Zbigniew Karkowski / Tetsuo Furudate World as Will II

23five004: Coelacanth The Glass Sponge

23five005: Gum Vinyl Anthology (2CD)

23five006: John Bischoff Aperture

23five007: Francisco López Live in San Francisco

23five008: John Duncan & Carl Michael von Hausswolff Our Telluric Conversation

23five009: Jean-François Laporte Soundmatters

23five010: Tarab wind keeps even dust away

23five011: Tim Catlin Radio Ghosts

23five013: Brendan Murray Commonwealth

23F/SFM901: Various Ju-Jikan: Ten Hours of Sound from Japan (2CD)

23F/SFM902: Various Variable Resistance: Ten Hours of Sound from Australia

23F/SFM903: Various 33RPM: Ten Hours of Sound from France

For sales, please contact:

Jim Haynes, Editorial Director: email: jbh3@helenscarsdale.com

For general information, please visit:

www.23five.org


